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CHINESE ABACUS
AB'ACUS, a calculating machine used in
teaching the elements of number. It consists
of a rectangular
frame which
holds parallel
rods upon
which beads or
balls are strung.
A handle is at-
tached to the
lower side of
the frame, so
that when the
abacus is in use
the rods are
held in a hori-
zontal position.
The ancient
abacus con-
tained vertical
columns which
corresponded to
the order of figures, as units, tens and hun-
dreds. This instrument was in general use
among the Greeks and Romans, and is still
employed in Persia and other countries of
the Far East for reckoning purposes. The
Chinese abacus is called shwanpan, which
means reckoning "board.
ABALO'NE, or EAR SHELL, a Cali-
fornian mollusk, of which there are several
species. The shell is a very broad spiral
that resembles a shallow dish lined with
bright mother-of-pearl, and has considerable
commercial value. The animal, which moves
about over rocks at the bottom of the sea
near the shore, is an important article of
food for the Chinese and other Oriental
peoples. Quantities are collected and dried
on the California shore. The people of that
state use large numbers, and the rest are
exported.
AB'BEY, a monastery or religious com-
munity governed by an abbot; or in the case
of a female community, by an abbess. The
difference between a priory and an abbey is
that the former is a less extensive establish-
ment and is governed by a prior. Among
the most famous abbeys in Europe are those
of Cluny and Clairvaux in Prance, the
Abbey of Saint Q-alle in Switzerland, and
Fulda in Germany. Among the famous
English abbeys are those of Westminster,
Tintern, Paisley and Saint Mary's of York.
At the time of the Reformation the abbeys
in England were destroyed by Henry VIII.
 ABBEY, edwin austin (1852-1911), an
American painter, born in Philadelphia. He
studied in the United States, but lived in
England after 1881. A series of canvases
entitled The Quest of the Holy Grail, in the
Boston Public Library, and a group of his-
torical paintings in the Pennsylvania state
capitol are his most noteworthy productions.
As a colorist and intellectual painter, Abbey
ranks among the foremost American artists.
AB'BOT, a prelate of high rank in the
Roman Catholic Church, who governs a con-
vent or monastery. The first abbots were
laymen, but priestly abbots appeared in the
Western Church in the seventeenth century
and have continued to the present day.
Their powers were at first limited, but as
the abbeys grew in wealth the abbots grew in
power, until they came to be ranked next to
bishops as prelates of the Church and had
the right to vote in Church councils. Abbots
are elected by the assembly of monks, and
the election is confirmed by the Pope or the
bishop, who has direct control over the mon-
astery. See abbey.
Abbess, the mother superior of a com-
munity of nuns. In rank and authority she
corresponds to an abbot, but she cannot ex-
ercise any of the priestly functions.
AB'BOTSFORD, the former country seat
of Sir Walter Scott, on the south bank of
the Tweed, near Melrose Abbey, twenty-
eight miles southeast of Edinburgh, Scot-
land. In 1811 it was purchased by Scott
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ABBOTSFOBP
and given its name because it was located
near a ford which was formerly used by the
abbots of Melrose. It stands in the midst of
picturesque scenery, forming an extensive
and irregular pile in the Scottish baronial
style of architecture. It has been appro-
priately described as a "romance in stone."
ABBOTT, jacob (1803-1879), a popular
American writer of books for the young.

